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We sell ALL
types of 

insurance.
IF YOU NEED IT

INSURED,
WE CAN DO THAT.

606-743-4472 

SONI
Insurance Agency, Inc.

facebook

The Hole Truth
A leak here... A crack there... No big deal, right?
Wrong. Add up all the leaks in your home - around 
windows and doors - and it can equal a three-inch 
hole in the wall. That’s your hard-earned heating and 
cooling dollars slipping outside.
You can find and seal those leaks by asking us about 
the Button-Up program. You’ll save energy, money, 
and be more comfortable by making the suggested 
improvements. Plus, you may qualify for a rebate 
through participation.

Morgan Tire Center, Inc.
1592 West Main Street
West Liberty, Kentucky
Phone: 606/743-7350 Or 606/743-4663

Free Mounting & Balancing

$10999

DUNLOP
Groundtrack
P225/65R17

ST 30

Morgan Tire Center, Inc.
1592 West Main Street
West Liberty, Kentucky
Phone: 606/743-7350 Or 606/743-4663

See All Our Vehicles At www.morgantirecenter.

2012 Ford Edge
SEL, All Wheel Drive,

Leather, Moonroof
$19,50000

Kindergarten
registration
dates are listed

Kindergarten Registration for
2012-2013 will be held at each
elementary school on the dates
listed below from 9:00 a.m. un-
til 5:00 p.m. If school is not in
session on the announced date
due to inclement weather, regis-
tration will be held on the make-
up date.

East Valley Elem. – Feb. 9
Makeup - Feb. 16
Ezel Elementary – Feb. 7
Makeup – Feb. 15
Morgan Central Elem. Jan. 24
Makeup – Feb. 1
West Liberty Elem. – Jan. 26
Makeup – Feb. 2
Parents should bring a copy

of their child’s original birth cer-
tificate, physical, immunization
record, vision, and dental exams
with them to the registration. If
any of these items is unavailable
at this time, parents attend any-
way to get the registration started
for their child.

If your child attends Head
Start, you will still need to attend.

For more information, call
the Family Resource Center at
each school with questions.

Morgan Central - 743-8432 or
8552.

Ezel - 725-8208 or 8202.
East Valley – 522-8157 or

8152.
West Liberty – 743-8357 or

8302.
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625 Prestonsburg St.
743-4210

AUTO • HOME
BUSINESS • LIFE

HEALTH
Give Us A Call

606-743-4472
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2011 Ford F-150
S-LT4, Crew Cab, 4x4,

30,000 Miles,
Dark Blue

The Morgan County Board of
Education is implementing a
“Snow Plan B” for the current
2011-2012 school year.

Details were released last
week in a letter to parents from
Superintendent Deathra Barnett.

“Last year Morgan County
students missed 28 days of
school due to inclement
weather,” Barnett said.

“Despite our inability to con-
trol the weather, we need our stu-
dents to be safely in school re-
ceiving their education,” she
said.

Barnett said Snow Plan B will
allow students to meet county
school buses that will be travel-
ing, but only on main routes.

“There are times when main
roads are clear and safe while
many side roads have slick areas
that are unsafe for buses to
travel,” she said.  “Snow Plan B
will have safe, designated school
bus meeting locations where par-
ents can bring their children to
meet the school bus.”

These locations will be at lo-
cal schools, churches and public
areas throughout the county. “It
will be the responsibility of the

parents/guardians to meet the bus
in a timely manner at the most
convenient designated location
available to them,” Barnett ex-
plained. “Under the plan, if there
is not a parent/guardian or des-
ignee present in the afternoon,
the children will remain on the
bus and will be taken to the near-
est school.”

“Because Morgan County
covers a large area, we at times
have experienced snow in certain
regions of the county while other
parts of the county will be clear,”
Barnett said.  “When this occurs,
the Board of Education could
decide to implement “Plan B” a
step further —  If weather such
as this occurs in one particular
area. that area of the county can
be placed on “Plan B” while stu-
dents in the remainder of the
county can attend school on regu-
lar schedule.”

The snow plan when utilized
will be specifically announced on
the schools all call telephone
message system as well as on
television and radio.  This infor-
mation will also be accessible on
the schools webpage and also
will be published in the Licking
Valley Courier.

Morgan County Schools will
continue to use the one- and two-
hour delays as needed, Barnett
said. The delays allow roads to
clear and while allowing suffi-
cient daylight for the bus drivers.

Any state numbered roads are
considered primary roads that
buses will be traveling during the
implementation of “Snow Plan
B.” State numbered, or primary,
road examples are as follows:

Highways 205, 9009, 460,
191, 7, 519, 172, 134, 589, 437,
2498 (Hospital Hill), and Airport
Road.

If school is on “Snow Plan B”
and the bus driver deems the state
numbered primary road too haz-
ardous to travel, he/she will no-
tify the students on these routes
to meet at a pre-designated loca-
tion.

Designated parent/guardian
pick-up and drop-off points are:

Hwy. 205/134/9009 — Park
and Ride.

Hwy. 191 — Post Office at the
old Cannel City School, Faith
Baptist Church, Grace Baptist
Church.

Hwy. 7 — Wrigley Baptist
Church, Wrigley 7711 store, Oak
Hill Church of God.

Hwy. 519 — Old Yamaha
shop, Double J, Countryside
Food Mart, 519 Fire Department,
519 Gun and Pawn.

Hwy. 460 East — Old Garage
at the junction of 1000, County
Garage, Frederick & May, Shirts
& More/New World Video.

Hwy. 460 West — Ezel El-
ementary, Oldfield’s Store, Ani-
mal Shelter

Hwy. 172 — Paint Valley En-
terprise Church, Betty’s Grocery,
Old Paint Church, Gilliam’s Gro-
cery, East Valley Elementary.

Hwy. 437 — Old Conley Gro-
cery, East Valley Elementary.

Plan announced
to reduce missed
class room days
Will allow schools to
operate when only
some roads are slick

People who are looking for a
job can get help and greatly in-
crease their chances of success
by joining a job club scheduled
to begin meeting Jan. 17 in West
Liberty.

The Morgan County Job Club
will meet from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.
every Tuesday on the second
floor of the Morehead State Uni-
versity Regional Enterprise Cen-
ter at 151 University Drive.

Participation is free. Drop-ins
are welcome and are encouraged
to come 30 minutes early for a
new member orientation.

National statistics indicate
that 80 percent of people who
participate in a job club find em-
ployment, as compared to 15 per-
cent of those who search alone,
according to Traci Nolen, job
club coordinator for the Eastern
Kentucky Concentrated Employ-
ment Program (EKCEP), Inc.

“If you’re really serious
about finding a job, you should
take this opportunity to take your
search up to the next level,”
Nolen said. “Our job club will
give you the tools, skills, job
leads, and understanding of how
the job market works that can
help you get hired.”

Basically, a job club is a small
group of job seekers who meet
weekly with local workforce pro-
fessionals to improve their job
searches. The group members
provide support for each other
while networking, sharing job
leads, and learning techniques for
improving their job searches
from workforce professionals,
local businesspeople, and other
invited guests.

The combination of support,
networking, and job-search edu-
cation makes job club members
much more successful at getting
a job than job seekers who search
alone.

The clubs are sponsored by
EKCEP, Inc., the Kentucky Of-
fice for Employment & Training,
and Gateway Community Action

New Morgan Job Club
accepting new members

Agency. The sponsors’ expertise
and contacts are made available
to help the club members.

The opportunity to network is
one of the most important oppor-
tunities the job club provides, ac-
cording to Nolen. This gives job
seekers a chance to “know the
people who know the people who
have the jobs,” she said. As a re-
sult, job club members get to pen-
etrate what professionals call the
“hidden job market” — the job
openings that exist but aren’t ad-
vertised.

Frederick & May
awarded Ky. 172
reconstruction job

JACKSON, Ky. — The Ken-
tucky Transportation Cabinet has
awarded two contracts totaling
nearly $12 million for highway
projects in two counties in the
Department of Highways Dis-
trict 10.

Contracts awarded as part of
the December 2011 letting are:

A $11,636,046.21 contract for
reconstruction of 2.6 miles of Ky.
172 between Elkfork and
Crockett in Morgan County.
Frederick & May Construction
Co.. was the successful bidder.
The project is to be completed
within 275 working days after
construction begins.

A $291,985.70 contract for
rehabilitation of a bridge over
Drowning Creek on KY 499 at
the Estill-Madison county line.
Kay & Kay Contracting, LLC
was the successful bidder. The
project is to be completed within
30 days after construction be-
gins, but by no later than Nov.
15.

Board advertises
for construction
bids for new schl.

The Morgan County School
Board this week began advertis-
ing for bids for construction of
the new Wrigley Elementary
School.

Bids for the 65,000 sq. ft. fa-
cility will be accepted at the
board office until 2:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, Feb. 14. The bid adver-
tisement is published in the Le-
gals section elsewhere in this edi-
tion.

The new school to be built on
Ky. 7 between Wrigley and West
Liberty will replace the old WPA-
built school at Wrigley, which
was discontinued by the board
five years ago.

The new school is expected to
be ready for occupancy in June,
2013.

School Board members recognized
Judge Executive Tim Conley issued a proclamation at Mondayʼs school board meeting designating
January as School Board Member Recognition Month in Morgan County. School board members
are being recognized throughout Kentucky and many other states this month in recognition of their
service on behalf of the children of their communities. In addition to serving as the eyes and ears of
the community, school boards set the vision for the future of the education system and it is their job
is to hire the superintendent of their school systems and implement policies for carrying out their
vision. Recognized by Judge Conley (second from left) at Mondayʼs meeting, from left, board mem-
bers Ralph Smith, Patty Hutchinson, Brian Lindon, Esther Cain, and Marshall Jenkins.

Louisville firm
acquires Bates
Iron and Metal

Freedom Metals, Louisville,
has announced its acquisition of
Bates Iron and Metal in West Lib-
erty.  Former owner, Gary Bates,
will be continuing in the role of
General Manager of the West
Liberty location.

Spencer Blue, vice president
and chief operating officer of
Freedom Metals, said he is ex-
cited about the new venture;
“Bates will enable us to reach out
further in the Eastern Kentucky
area and continue our path of
strategic growth within Ken-
tucky.”

“This isn’t one of those ‘mega
mergers or acquisitions’, but part
of a synergistic strategy for grow-
ing our business in an ‘organic’
methodical way”, said Bruce
Blue (founder of Freedom Met-
als).

Gary Bates said he is excited
about the new opportunities that
the venture will ensure for him.
“With Freedom Metals on board,
we will be able to continue to
grow in our little area of Eastern
Kentucky.  The strength of Free-
dom will enable us to grow our
retail (peddler) business, while
also developing our industrial,
C&D and small dealer business.”

Bates Iron and Metal has been
in operation since, 2010, and cur-
rently has a warehouse for non-
ferrous and a yard for ferrous
metals.

Freedom Metals, founded in
1983, now has yards in four Ken-
tucky cities: Louisville,
Elizabethtown, Winchester, and
West Liberty.

Fire destroys
Steele Branch
home Jan. 8

Caney Valley Fire Depart-
ment members responded to a
Jan. 8 housefire on Steele Branch
at Malone that destroyed a rental
house owned by Mrs. Hazel
Steele.

Caney Valley Fire Chief Pe-
ter Brandt said department mem-
bers received the call around
11:30 p.m., but the aging struc-
ture was completely engulfed
upon arrival.

“We had difficuly shutting off
the home’s electric supply,”
Brandt said. “The fire burned it-
self out, but the cause remains
undetermined at this time.”

Brandt also noted that the
house was inhabited by tenant
Julio Canizalez, who was at
home when the fire started. No
injuries were reported.

Other responding agencies
included the West Liberty and
White Oak fire departments.

“I would like to thank West
Liberty and White Oak fire de-
partment members for their as-
sistance,” Brandt said.

Anyone interested in becom-
ing a Caney Valley Fire Depart-
ment volunteer is urged to con-
tact Brandt at 743-2623.

MONDAY DEADLINE FOR
NEWS AND ADVERTISING

News items and advertising
submitted for publication in The
Licking Valley Courier should be
submitted by Friday of the pre-
ceding week and must be in our
office before noon on Monday.

Good luck,
Amy!

After winning the local Dis-
tinguished Young Woman
(DYW), sponsored by the Mor-
gan County Womans Club, and
spending weeks in preparation
for the state program, Miss Amy
Evans, a senior at MCHS, will
get her opportunity to shine on
stage once again when she com-
petes in the Kentucky DYW pro-
gram this week in Lexington.

Amy is spending several days
this week with a host family in

Amy Evans

See WEATHER Page 4

See AMY EVANS Page 6

551 Main Street  •  West Liberty
(606) 743-3642

McKenzie’s Dept. StoreMcKenzie’s Dept. Store
The Nostalgic Store

McKenzie’s Dept. Store since 1945

SELECT GROUP
Men’s, Women’s,

And Childrens
Clothing

50%-70% Off
Take An Extra
20% Off Select

Men’s And
Ladies Clothing

SHOES
20%-50% Off

Morgan Tire Center, Inc.
1592 West Main Street
West Liberty, Kentucky
Phone: 606/743-7350 Or 606/743-4663

See All Our Vehicles At www.morgantirecenter.com

1998 Jeep Wrangler
4 Cylinder, Automatic, Low Miles

$6,90000$6,90000

743-3054764 Main St.

JAN. SPECIALS
Any Pizza, Any Size, Any Topping

$12.00 Plus Tax
“New” Cheese Cake Bites

5/$3.00 Plus Tax

The Pizza PlaceThe Pizza Place

— PIZZA ROLLS —

2/$3.00
“New” Fish On Bun With

Onion Rings Or French Fries

$4.99 Plus Tax

$10,950
2009 Impala

Loaded, Gray, 1-Owner, 97,000 Miles

$10,950
Plus Tax, Title, and License

Commercial Bank construction
on track to finish in December

Pictured above is the Commercial Bank construction site on Main Street. Bank officials say the building is approxi-
mately 66 percent finished and estimate that construction could be complete in December. (Photo by Jim Gazay)

Bldg. is 66% complete; 
Allen hopes return will 
restore “normalcy” 

Local projects will be 
featured on “Ecosense 
for Living” show  

By Miranda M. Cantrell
Progress continues at the 

Commercial Bank construction 
site on Main Street, where em-
ployees of Standafer Builders 
have completed approximately 
66 percent of the new main 
branch building.

Construction Manager Jim 
Gazay told the Courier last 
week that while no specific 
date has been set, bank offi-
cials estimate that the 33,000 
sq. ft. facility – which replaces 
the previous tornado-damaged 
building – will likely be fin-
ished in December.

“We will be moving into the 
finishing stages soon,” Gazay 
said. “The structural phase is 
complete with 90 percent of 
the drywall and 80 percent of 

the sprinkler system already 
finished. But we don’t want to 
rush the contractors, as quality 
work is more important than 
fast work.”

Gazay noted that the facility 
will be an enduring fixture of 
the community upon comple-
tion.

“The lifespan of a building is 
usually measured in decades,” 
Gazay said. “The duration of 
the new Commercial Bank will  
be measured in centuries.” 

The new facility will look as 
pictured in photographs placed 
on the Main Street lot, and will 
utilize “green” geothermal en-
ergy wells that were installed 
earlier this year.

In addition, the building will 
include a three-lane drive-thru; 
employee training rooms, a 
community area and a kitch-
en in the basement; and two 
business incubator spaces to 
promote local economic de-

velopment.
Commercial Bank CEO 

Hank Allen said bank officials 
plan to meet with representa-
tives of private and public 
institutions to seek additional 
resources for the incubator 
initiative.

“The idea is to provide busi-
ness support resources to a new 
company to help accelerate its 
growth and success,” Allen 
said. “The creation of the busi-
ness incubator demonstrates 
Commercial Bank’s long-term 
commitment to the community 
by helping people achieve their 
business goals.”

In addition, the facility’s 
exterior will include a 41-space 
parking lot with four handicap 
spots.

Bank officials noted that 
the institution’s mobile unit 
on Prestonsburg Street will 
remain in operation until the 
new bank is completed, while 

the Index facility located in the 
former Dairy Cheer building 
will stay open as a permanent 
full-service branch.

Since the 2012 tornado, bank 
employees remain scattered at 
the Index branch, the second 
floor of the enterprise center/
public library building and the 
downtown mobile unit.

(Commercial Bank will va-

By David Patrick
The countdown to kickoff 

is now just hours away as the 
Cougars tee it up with Betsy 
Layne, this Friday (August 28) 
at 7:30 p.m.

It's the regular season foot-
ball opener for Morgan County 
after only one preseason scrim-
mage. Coach Brian Turner's 
squad was impressive nearly 

two weeks ago in Grid-O-Rama 
at Boyd County, moving the 
ball well against multiple teams 
in the controlled exhibition.

"Looking at our performance 
in the scrimmage, I believe we 
made a great decision not to 
play a second preseason game," 
Turner said earlier this week. 
"Instead, we chose to practice 
and troubleshoot the areas that 

Donnie McKenzie Kickoff Classic

Cougars open season Friday vs. 
Betsy Layne at Herdman Field

needed improvement.  By doing 
that, we've helped ourselves 
tremendously heading into this 
week's game."

The Bobcats head to West 
Liberty after losing their first 
contest at South Floyd, 38 - 
20. Coach Jonathan Parson's 
program has been impressive 
in recent years, putting together 

The 2015 Morgan County Cougars and cheerleaders.

PRESS RELEASE—On Fri-
day, August 28, at 6:30 p.m. 
on KET2, the Rebuilding West 
Liberty, Kentucky, effort will 
be featured on PBS show Eco-
Sense for Living. Ted Turner’s 
daughter Jennie Garlington is 
host of the show (Garlington 
and her husband own a horse 
farm in Paris, Ky.). 

Rebuilding West Liberty, 
Kentucky, is a multi-faceted 
approach to redevelop a small 
town in Appalachia as a na-
tional model for sustainability 
and is a Clinton Global Initia-
tive America Commitment to 
Action. The project, which 
was developed through a com-
prehensive strategic planning 
process involving community 
leaders and prominent state 
non-profits, is being managed 
by the Fahe. The show is also 
available online at http://www.
ecosenseforliving.com/info/
episode9.html

In March 2012, West Lib-
erty, Kentucky, was nearly 
destroyed by a monstrous tor-
nado. Seven lives were lost, 
400 homes demolished, $50 
million of damage incurred, 
and most of the downtown 
devastated. Rather than view 
this crisis as a hopeless trag-

edy, the 3,400 residents instead 
saw an opportunity to rebuild 
their town as a 21st Century, 
sustainable community, and to 
develop a path to create a more 
competitive, entrepreneurial 
economy.  From the foothills of 
Appalachian Eastern Kentucky, 
West Liberty could provide a 

Rebuilding W.L. effort 
will be featured Friday 
on PBS (KET2) pgm.

KY 882 in Morgan 
Co. will be closed 
this Sat. for repair

JACKSON, Ky. – To allow 
for replacement of a drainage 
structure, KY 882 in Morgan 
County will be closed on Sat-
urday, Aug. 29. The road will 
be closed at milepoint 4.0, 
approximately 0.5 miles south 
of the U.S. 460 intersection. 
The project will begin around 
7:30 a.m. and will last until ap-
proximately 4 p.m. During this 
time, the road will be closed to 
all through traffic.

No marked detour will be 
posted, but motorists can use 
U.S. 460 and KY 1010 as an 
alternate route. Drivers should 
plan their trips accordingly.

In case of inclement weath-
er, the work will be postponed 
until another suitable day.

Approximately 150 vehicles 
per day use this section of KY 
882.

Fiscal Court to 
transfer money to 
pay vendor claims

By Miranda M. Cantrell
The Morgan County Fiscal 

Court during a special Aug. 
21 meeting approved vendor 
claim payments related to the 
construction of the new well-
ness center facility located on 
Route 7.

 Deputy Judge Executive 
Jody Franklin told the court that 
outstanding  vendor claims from 
wellness center contractors total 
approximately $870,000, which 
New Market Tax Credit inves-
tors have requested that the 
court pay in September.

Franklin said that a plan has 
been devised to transfer a total 
of approximately $618,000 for 
the payment from the Rebuild 
Morgan County fund and the 
first of the county’s two Real 
Properties boards.

City officials to apply for 
job development grant
Council sets property 
tax rates and date for 
Trick-or-Treat

By Miranda M. Cantrell
The West Liberty City Coun-

cil during its regular Aug. 24 
meeting heard a presentation 
regarding the implementation 
of a program to create jobs in 
Morgan and surrounding coun-
ties through a “non-traditional” 
economic development grant.

Project Manager Bobby 
Clark, of Midwest Clean En-
ergy Enterprise LLC, said that 
the City of West Liberty would 
serve as the applicant for a 
$250,000 federal Community 
Development Block Grant for 
a Digital Entrepreneur and 
Worker Development (DEWD) 
program.

The grant would help pro-

vide entrepreneur training and 
online customer service job 
training for the establishment 
of a Teleworks Hub to bring 
technology-based jobs to the 
local community.

The program will utilize the 
small business incubator that 
will be located in the new Com-
mercial Bank building after its 
projected completion sometime 
this December.

Commercial Bank and the 
Kentucky Innovation Center in 
Morehead will provide ongoing 
support and assistance for the 
project, for which grant funds 
are expected to help launch 10-
15 new home-based businesses 
in Morgan County.

Clark noted that 50 jobs 
paying $9-$10 per hour were 
recently created in Jackson 
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6116 Hwy 437  • West Liberty, Ky.
Call today to book your event at 

(606) 522-4520 or (606) 495-1169.
OWNED AND OPERATED 

BY CINDY AND RAINA BRADLEY

Rain’s Confections
and Catering

NOW ACCEPTING ALL DEBIT / CREDIT CARDS

A Tradition of Excellence
www.kirklawfirm.net

KIRK LAW FIRM
.Paintsville .Louisa .Ashland
.Pikeville .Prestonsburg .Inez

Philip Blair
297.5888 This is an advertisement

Truck/Auto

Trial Litigation

Work Injuries
Car Crashes
Insurance Losses

ALL OCCASION
FLOWERS

PHONE: 743-2525 or 606-743-2522
650 Main Street    •    West Liberty, KY 41472

COME SEE US FOR ALL 
YOUR FLORAL NEEDS.

WE ACCEPT, VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER

• Full service florist and friendly service
• Fresh and silk flowers  • Gifts

• Esther Price Candy 
• Plants    • Balloons

• Wedding services and tux rental
• Honey House Naturals Bath and Body

PEYTON’S PHARMACY
414 Main Street   •   West Liberty,  Ky.

606-743-3163
We accept most insurance & prescriptions card plans

M-F 8-6:30  •  Sat. 8-5:00  • After Hours Emergency 743-2344

BABY
ITEMS

FENTON

20% 
OFF

Stop In & Check Out Our 
UK Merchandise

CONGRATS UK 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONS

EASTER
BASKETS
• Cards   • Candy

• Fenton

• Shirts
• Throws
• Jewelry

•  SELECT  • 
Perfume &

Cologne
50% OFF

Willow Tree

• Dishes  • Lamps
• Picture Frames 
• Wind Chimes

BACK TO SCHOOL 
SUPPLIES

Bennington
Pottery

CrystalIs now accepting applications for 
RN, LPN and CNA.

WEST LIBERTY NURSING
AND REHABILITATION IS
NOW ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS FOR RN
LPN AND CNA
PLEASE VISIT
WWW.DVCR.COM
TO APPLY
ONLINE
                                 

PLEASE VISIT
WWW.DVCR.COM
TO APPLY ONLINE

West Liberty
Nursing & 

Rehabilitation Center

C-8-23-4T

FOR SALE! Remodeled Dutch doublewide 72x28 on one acre more or 
less of  land in city limits of  West Liberty; has central air/heating; has 
three large bedrooms-all with walk-in closets; has two bathrooms – both 
with skylight; Master Bath has a garden tub and separate shower; extra-
large living room with fireplace; sliding glass doors off  living room to 
one of  the two decks on back; Back deck views toward Morgan County 
ARH Hospital – less than 1 mile away; large kitchen with refrigerator, 
stove and dishwasher - lots of  cabinet space; has a separate laundry 
room with washer and dryer; has two large out buildings for storage; 
huge carport on the front with blacktop driveway and huge back yard! 
Interested parties only call 606-743-4195 or cell# 606-477-1662.C-8-27-3T

County through a similar 
program.

“We want to create a model 
for post-disaster recovery,” 
Clark said. “This is the founda-
tion of a community effort to 
build a new skill set. It is also an 
excellent opportunity for rural 
America.” 

Council members adopted 
a resolution for Mayor Mark 
Walter to move forward with 
the grant application process 
for the program.

The council also heard a 
proposal from a state agency 
to participate in a long-term 
energy savings initiative that 
would enable local govern-
ments to make extensive cost-
efficient improvements.

In attendance was return-
ing visitor Greg Copley, of the 
University of Kentucky Center 
for Applied Energy Research, 
who is currently working with 
the Kentucky Department of 
Local Government to promote 
a statewide Energy Savings Per-
formance Contracting (ESPC) 
program. 

The promotion would offer 
the following assistance to local 
governments:

•  Identify and evaluate en-
ergy saving opportunities.

• Provide engineering ser-
vices from design to equipment 
specs.

• Order and install equip-
ment. 

• Manage construction of a 
wide variety of projects.

• Provide long-term energy 
maintenance services. 

• Guarantee performance 
and savings.

• Arrange financing if need-
ed.

Copley noted that prelimi-
nary energy audits are free to 
governments until a contract 
is signed upon the initiation of 
projects, which could include 
the following:

Council ...
(Continued From Page One)

Bank ...
(Continued From Page One)

PBS ...
(Continued From Page One)

City officials broke ground last Friday on a new parking area located between Trimble 
Street and Riverside Drive. Mayor Mark Walter said at last week’s Chamber of Com-
merce meeting that the two-tier parking will include 12-14 spaces off Trimble Street 
and 54 spaces off Riverside Drive. Pictured above left to right are city council members 
Tristan Daniel and Carter Bolin, Gail Wright of Gateway Area Development District, 
Mayor Mark Walter, city council member Phyllis Keeton, John Standafer (contractor) 
and son Riley, city council member Dwayne Nickell and Mark Collier of Gateway Area 
Development District.

• Heating – Replacement of 
aging boilers, steam traps and 
pumps.

• Cooling – Replacement of 
aging chillers, cooling towers 
or pumps.

• Controls – Installation 
of a new energy management 
control system or improvement 
of operational strategies.

• Lighting – Replacement 
of lamps and ballasts or entire 
fixtures, both indoors and out.

• Water and wastewater sys-
tems – Installation of variable 
speed devices.

The resulting energy savings 
are expected pay for the im-
provements over a 15-20 year 
period, though the program’s 
energy auditor would pay the 
difference if the savings are 
inadequate.

Copley said the initiative is 
a way for governments to make 
necessary improvements at a 
time when grant monies are not 
always readily available. 

The council moved to ad-
vertise for potential vendors 
to perform the energy savings 
assessment.

In other business the council 
discussed the following agenda 
items:

• Trick-or-Treat was sched-
uled for 5-7 p.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 31.

• No potential buyers bid 
on the city’s gas line in Wolfe 
County. Council members vot-
ed to extend the bidding period 
another two weeks. 

• Two bids to install a gas 
line on Old Hwy. 172 were 
rejected so city officials can re-

advertise the job with improved 
specifications.

• A franchise agreement with 
Kentucky Power was approved.

• The first reading of the 
city’s nuisance code ordinance 
was approved.

• Property tax rates for 2015-
2016 were set at 19.3 cents per 
$100 of assessed value for real 
property and 18.98 cents per 
$100 of assessed value for tan-
gible property. (This rates are 
lower than year’s of 20 cents 
for real property and 21.5 cents 
for tangible property due to 
increased property assessments 
over the past year.) 

The West Liberty City Coun-
cil meets 5 p.m. the fourth 
Monday of each month in the 
upstairs council room at City 
Hall.

cate the library building 
once the new facility is com-
pleted.)

Hank Allen said that he 
hopes the bank’s return to 
downtown West Liberty will 
restore a sense of post-tornado 

normalcy to the county as a 
whole. 

“We are looking forward 
to being back in the middle of 
town where Commercial Bank 
had been for a hundred years,” 
Allen said. “I am excited about 
the new bank becoming a gath-
ering place like the old building 

was. I believe reviving that tra-
dition will be a significant step 
forward in the community’s 
healing process.” 

For additional information 
regarding Commercial Bank’s 
services, call 743-3195 or visit 
employees at the Index branch 
or the downtown mobile unit.

replicable, energy-diver-
sified model for post-disaster 
recovery communities across 
the globe, and – perhaps more 
significantly – an example for 
other distressed areas of rural 
America.

The first phase of Rebuilding 

West Liberty will involve the 
construction of state-of-the-
art, energy efficient homes that 
utilize renewable technologies, 
and the educational promotion 
of its innovations to school 
children and similarly-situated 
rural communities across the 
country. At its heart is a $7.9 
million plan to construct 52 new 
Energy Star certified housing 
units that will serve hundreds 
of community residents who 

have been displaced by the 
storm.  A 48 unit multi-family, 
energy-efficient development 
by Winterwood, Inc. opened 
this spring to replace similar 
housing that was destroyed in 
the tornado. The focus is now 
on four single-family homes 
that will provide a test case for 
innovative new designs and 
technologies to be utilized as 
the project expands. These site-
built homes will include solar 
that will be designed eliminate 
all utility costs for these home-
owners and provide a replicable 
model for an energy-efficient 
future.

The project also includes the 
installation of a web-enabled 
Energy Efficiency Education 
Dashboard that will provide 
a global audience real-time 
monitoring of the energy im-
provements, video tours of the 
facilities, and a curriculum for 
public schools in Kentucky, and 
perhaps the United States.

This project is a collabora-
tion among city leaders, leading 
Kentucky non-profits including 
the Fahe, Next Step and Fron-
tier Housing, as well as the 
University of Kentucky Center 
for Applied Energy Research, 
KY Innovation Network office 
at Morehead State University 
and the Regional Technology 
& Innovation Center.

“Our first priority, of course, 
is to rebuild our town, we are 
also very excited to serve as a 
model for the whole country,” 
shared West Liberty Mayor 
Mark Walter. “We’re so thank-
ful to all of our partners and to 
the Clinton Global Initiative 
in helping establish our com-

See PBS, Page 5


